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MINUTES 
OF THE LAND USE BOARD, 

 BOROUGH OF HOPATCONG,  
HELD AT THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 111 RIVER STYX ROAD 

HOPATCONG, NEW JERSEY  
AUGUST 16, 2016 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING 7:30 PM 

 
OATH OF OFFICE FOR THE NEW LAND USE BOARD MEMBER: 

           Term Expires 

Mayor Sylvia Petillo Class I Member      12/31/2016 

Richard Schindler Mayor Designee Class I Member   

 
Councilman Richard Schindelar took the Oath of Office for the Mayor’s Designee to the Land 
Use Board, and was sworn in before William Haggerty. 
 
Councilman Francis made a motion to elect Ken Trumpore as Temporary Chairman for the 
August 16, 2016 meeting. Seconded by Robert Duncan. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
 
Ayes: Councilman Francis, Councilman Schindelar, Jobeless, Duncan, Rahill, Lijo, and Reilly 
Nays: Absent: Rehe, Gaffney, and Gilbert Abstentions:  
 
CALL TO ORDER: Temporary Chairman Ken Trumpore called the meeting to order at 
7:34pm. 
 
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT:  Temporary Chairman Ken Trumpore stated 
“that this meeting is held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act 10:4-1 et seq. annual 
notice been forwarded to the New Jersey Herald, the New Jersey Sunday Herald and posted on 
the bulletin board maintained in the Municipal Building for public announcements.” 
 
SALUTE TO THE FLAG:  Chairman Trumpore invited all present to salute the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL:   The Recording Secretary called the roll. 
PRESENT: Councilman Michael Francis, Councilman Schindelar, Ron Jobeless, 

Robert Duncan, Ken Trumpore, Mike Rahill, Justin Lijo, and Phillip Reilly 
 
ABSENT: Robert Rehe, Mark Gaffney, and Alan Gilbert 
 
PROFESSIONALS  
IN ATTENDANCE: John Ruschke- Engineer  
  William Haggerty- Attorney  
  Bill Donegan- Zoning Officer 
 
ABSENT:  None 
 
MINUTES: 
Chairman Trumpore asked if the Board had any additions or corrections to the July 5, 2016 
and July 19, 2016 meeting minutes. 
 
Justin Lijo made a motion to Approve the meeting minutes of July 5, 2016. Seconded by Phillip 
Reilly. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
 
Ayes: Councilman Francis, Jobeless, Duncan, Trumpore, Rahill, Lijo, and Reilly 
Nays: Absent: Rehe, Gaffney, and Gilbert Abstentions: Councilman Schindelar 
 
Justin Lijo made a motion to Approve the meeting minutes of July 19, 2016. Seconded by 
Robert Duncan. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
 
Ayes: Councilman Francis, Jobeless, Duncan, Trumpore, Rahill, Lijo, and Reilly 
Nays: Absent: Rehe, Gaffney, and Gilbert Abstentions: Councilman Schindelar 
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APPEAL:  

NONE 
 
WORK SESSION: 
NONE 
 
CONTINUED APPLICATION: 
NONE 

 

DISCUSSION: 
Courtesy Review – Hopatcong High School 

   Handicap Ramp Installation 

 

Neil Piro came before the Board. 

 

Mr. Piro explained that the A-wing (the front haul of the school) holds child care classes as well 

as an aggregate of mentally handicapped and special education students. This concentration of 

students has created a problem with the stairs from A-wing going down to the football field. In 

the event that there is ever a catastrophe, they do not believe they could get down without 

problems. In order to address this, they would like to build a handicap ramp – leaving the stairs 

intact. They are not materially changing the building. They have applied for the permit, and they 

are awaiting approval after the meeting is held.  

 

Exhibit A-1 was marked as Anthony Gianforcaro Architect plan. 

 

Mr. Piro explained that construction has already begun and by the second day of construction 

they went to file the permits. 

 

The Board expressed their concern with the construction beginning before having the permits. 

The Board discussed with Mr. Piro the issues with the contractor not being available until now 

as well as the money being appropriated a while ago. 

 

Mr. Haggerty stated that there was favorable review for the Handicap Ramp Installation. 

 

NEW APPLICATION: 
1. Weldon Quarry  Block 60001, 70001 Lot 12, 1  Woodport Rd 

Applicant is seeking approval for a minor amendment to an approved site plan for a new primary 
rock crusher at a new location and a new conveyor belt to transfer the rock after it has been 
crushed. The applicant requests a waiver from submitting an environmental impact statement 
required by 242-49E (2), any variances required by the Land Use Board. 
  
Bill Butler introduced himself as the attorney for the applicant (Weldon Quarry Company LLC.) 
 
Mr. Butler explained the use of their crushers (primary, secondary, and tertiary) and the location 
of their pit (1,900 feet away from the existing crusher). The existing crusher was installed in 
1965 when the quarry opened. The second and third crushers were replaced during the 80’s 
and early 90’s. They no longer want to use the existing primary crusher for crushing. They want 
to construct a new primary crusher 1,900 square feet to the west by the pit. After being crushed 
by the primary crusher, the rock will be transported by a conveyor (which is enclosed and made 
of rubber – using a sprayer to keep down dust). This process will help the air quality and reduce 
their carbon footprint.  
 
Mr. Butler introduced his witnesses; Bob Weldon (owner), Richard Blake (CEO of Mellott 
Company), and Hal Simoff (engineer/planner). 
 
Exhibit AW1- August 16, 2016 BB was marked (was a set of nine photographs associated with 
the original application and addendum #1). 
 
Bob Weldon was sworn in by Mr. Haggerty as a partial owner and one of three managers as 
well as president of Weldon Quarry. 
 
Mr. Butler and Mr. Weldon discussed Exhibit AW1, focusing on the picture showing the Existing 
Plan – Plant View (Exhibit E in the application). Mr. Weldon pointed out the location of the 
existing crusher and its closeness to Lake Hopatcong and Jefferson homes; the secondary and 
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tertiary crusher are also located within 200 feet of the existing crusher. Exhibit F in the 
application was described as the location of the new primary crusher as well as the new surge 
pile. Everything coming out of the new crusher will be 12 inches or less and 90% of this material 
will go into the new surge pile. Everything minus four inches is going to go through the new 
scalping screen where a new stock pile will be formed where they will make an inch and a half 
DGA (dense graded aggregate).  
 
Mr. Butler pointed out that the pictures were taken by Mellott Company. 
 
Mr. Butler and Mr. Weldon discussed Exhibit G in the application and how it shows where the 
new primary crusher is going to be and explained that the sound will be deflated due to the 
Hopatcong/Sparta wall. They would like to proceed with this plan due to the safety component 
involved; there is a lot of truck traffic which comes with a lot of dust. By moving the primary 
crusher the plant can reduce to two haul trucks (saving on fuel, labor, and truck traffic). Exhibit J 
in the application shows the conveyor belt with a cover to capture the dust. Exhibit K (dust 
suppression) in the application is explained as using a high pressure water sprayer that sends a 
lot less water at a high frequency to knock dust down. This is a neutral effect on water quality; 
and they will be using less water than they currently use. 
 
Exhibit AW-3 August 16, 2016 BB was marked and described as a survey for half of the Quarry. 
 
Mr. Butler showed the property on the survey in Hopatcong as well as Sparta owned by Weldon 
Quarry.  
 
A discussion ensued about the dust suppression system and the height of the new primary 
crusher being 50 feet high, with there being an additional 100 feet to the top of the sound 
barrier.  
 
Mr. Haggerty clarified with the applicant that there would be no change in the operation of the 
secondary and tertiary crushers; using the primary crusher to collect the stone. 
 
Richard Blake was sworn in by Mr. Haggerty as the President and CEO of Mellott Company. 
 
Mr. Butler clarified Mr. Blake’s credentials and past history with the manufacturing of rock 
crushing screening equipment. Mr. Blake also described where their equipment comes from. 
 
Mr. Blake explained Exhibit N in the application as the Metso CJ Crusher and further explained 
that Mellott Company had their Chief Engineer and his engineering team work with the 
application engineering team to go over the plan. They used an auto-CAD drawing. Mr. Blake 
explained the new scalping screen in Exhibit H and F in the application as a box that is 
supported by four spring clusters (each four spring clusters has three levels of wire mesh or 
media). This box rotates on a dual shafts which provides an eccentric motion. Eccentric motion 
is about 5/8 of an inch; it will generate anywhere between three and four thousands of energy 
which will allow the material to go over the top deck of the screen. Mr. Blake went on to explain 
the use of rubber and polyurethane compared to steel punch plates or wire mesh which are 
used for to reduce noise. Mr. Blake went on to reiterate what Mr. Weldon stated with the 
procedure of the new primary crusher, the conveyor, as well as the high pressure water sprayer. 
 
Mr. Butler and Mr. Weldon went on to discuss the two water trucks on the property, further 
stating that one truck is always running and the other runs on more dusty days (for the roads).  
 
Mr. Butler discussed with Mr. Blake and Mr. Weldon Addendum M and N to the application and 
the noise in decibels of up to 1,000+ feet in circumference. They further discussed the new 
crusher being more than 1,500 feet away from any homes in the area, and further asked for a 
waiver of the environmental impact statement. 
 
Mr. Ruschke asked if they would be operating the crusher at night. 
 
Mr. Weldon stated that they only run the crusher between 7:00 am and 10:00 pm. 
 
Mr. Butler stated that between those hours you can’t be louder than 65 decibels, and after 10:00 
pm to 7:00 am you can’t be louder than 55 decibels and they are nowhere close to that. 
 
Mr. Reilly asked if there was a dust collector on the screen deck. 
 
Mr. Blake explained that there is an enclosure, but no dust collector on the scalping screen. 
 
Hal Simoff was sworn in by Mr. Haggerty as the applicant’s engineer/planner. 
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Mr. Simoff explained his credentials and background to the Board. 
 
Exhibit AW2 – August 16, 2016 BB was marked as Minor Site Plan Application. 
 
Mr. Simoff explained that the exhibit was drafted by him and dated July 19, 2016. This plan is a 
compilation of the tax maps of the three municipalities, showing the right of way of the public 
service, the location of the existing crusher on the tax map and the proposed crusher, with 
1,000 foot radius circle on both the existing and the proposed crusher. It shows the lake to the 
east and the residential areas along the lake; and with the location of the proposed crusher it 
shows that there is more than 1,000 feet to any residence. Mr. Simoff went on to reiterate the 
distance of the old and new crusher to the residence in the area.  
 
The Board briefly discussed the difference between the old and new crusher in terms of 
decibels as well as the noise that the new generator itself projects (using two electric motors 
that will have dual 50 horsepower). 
 
Mr. Blake explained that they are looking at 99% efficiency for this plan over the next five years. 
 
Mr. Simoff discussed the second sheet which is part of his submission is a blow up of the 
northern part of the Quarry, and further reiterated the location of the old and new crusher. 
 
Chairman Trumpore stated that it looks like they are upgrading to more efficient equipment as 
well as quieter equipment. 
 
Mr. Haggerty explained that notice was not given because the operation was not increasing, 
therefore he didn’t feel that notice was required for this non-conforming use; it is a minor site 
plan. 
 
Mr. Butler stated that he did give the clerks of Hopatcong, Jefferson Township, and Sparta 
notice. Mr. Butler also noticed the County Planning Board, the DOT, and the State Planning 
Commission. 
 
Chairman Trumpore opened the application to the public for questions or comments.  
 
Peter Frechtling (443 River Styx Road) came before the Board and was sworn in. 
 
Mr. Frechtling questioned if there was any concern with slurry runoff or turbidity in the lake. 
 
Mr. Butler explained that they’ve given testimony in the past on their ponds. 
 
Chairman Trumpore asked if there were any additional questions or comments. Seeing none, 
Chairman Trumpore closed the meeting to the public and brought it back to the Board.  
 
Councilman Francis made a motion to Approve the Weldon Quarry Application. Seconded by 
Mike Rahill. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
 
Ayes: Councilman Francis, Jobeless, Duncan, Trumpore, Rahill, Lijo, and Reilly 
Nays: Absent: Rehe, Gaffney, and Gilbert Abstentions: Councilman Schindelar 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
NONE 
 
ZONING OFFICER REPORT: 
NONE 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  
NONE 
 
ESCROW REFUND: 
NONE 
 
BILLS:           

MOTT MACDONALD 
Inv. 236923  Meeting 6/21, 7/5      $   384.00 
Inv. 236925  Airport Road Properties B 20002 L 2   $   283.50 
Inv. 236926  Atkins Development  B 10712 L 36, 38, 48  $   100.44 
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Inv. 236927  Holanda   B 30501 L 38   $   172.00 
Inv. 236928  Green    B 30702 L 13   $   162.00 
Inv. 236929  Marinaro   B 10904 L 8   $     54.00 
Inv. 236930  AT&T    B 10001 L 3, 4, 6  $   162.00 
Inv. 236931  Ponterio   B 30501 L 42   $   162.00 
Inv. 236933  Hopatchung Realty LLC B 30320 L 6   $   216.00 
Inv. 236934  Casiere   B 31304 L 25, 26  $   108.00 
Inv. 236935  D’Arcangelo   B 31201 L 22   $   270.00 
Inv. 236936  Gary    B 30904 L 17   $   162.00 
Inv. 236937  Ponterio   B 50603 L 4   $   189.00 
Inv. 236938  Redevelopment Plan      $   378.00 
 

DOLAN & DOLAN 
NONE 

NEW JERSEY HERALD 
NONE 

   
A motion is in order to approve the bills for the meeting of August 16, 2016. 
 
Councilman Mike Francis made a motion to Approve the bills for the meeting of August 16, 
2016. Seconded by Robert Duncan. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
 
Ayes: Councilman Francis, Councilman Schindelar, Jobeless, Duncan, Trumpore, Rahill, Lijo, 
and Reilly 
Nays: Absent: Rehe, Gaffney, and Gilbert Abstentions:  
 
MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 
After giving all persons present an opportunity to address the Governing Body, Chairman Ken 
Trumpore will request a motion to close the meeting to the public and return to the regular 
order of business. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
NONE 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
NONE 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Chairman Trumpore requested a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:57pm. 
 
Motion by:  Justin Lijo  Seconded by: All      All in favor? Aye 
 
 
 
 
                     _____________________________ 
             Amanda Nevins 
             Land Use Board Recording Secretary 


